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No other manufacturer can boast such a diverse range of two-stroke and four-stroke competition enduro machines i 
KTM, including the super-tough 300 EXC used by Jonny Walker to win all but one of the Hard Enduro events in 2015. 


KTM Finance, powered by Santander Consumer Finance, is now available on all Enduro bikes with a minimum 
£99 deposit on 0% APR over 24 months or 2.5% APR over 36 months, through authorised KTM dealers. 
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I can’t help but think 2016 is going to be a year to remember. 

Not that 2015 wasn’t memorable. It was in many ways. But 2016 looks 
set to be even better. Better in terms of stuff to look forward to. Better in 
terms of the racing. Better in terms of technology. Just better. 

The betterness will start no sooner than the New Year rolls around. 

Of course I’m talking about Dakar. There will be a new winner. And that’s 
something we all know hasn’t happened for a long time. By my reckoning 
Dakar 2016 is going to be arguably the best there’s been in South America, 
simply because for the first time in many, many years a number of riders 
know they genuinely have a very real chance of winning. 

It’s a similar story when it comes to the Enduro World Championship’s 
Blue Ribbon Enduro 2 class -there’ll be a new winner. And just like Dakar 
the EWC’s 450cc class, on paper at least, will be much, much more than a 
two-or-three-horse race. 

Then there’s the ISDE. Sadly, a new winning World Trophy team might 
have as much to do with who doesn’t compete as it will an outstanding 
six-rider performance. Either way, barring the reversing of decisions to not 
compete from a number of leading teams, there’ll be a new winner. 

But it’s the new technology and bikes that are just around the corner 
that we should all be looking forward to. I’m talking largely about KTM 
and Husqvarna’s next generation of woods machines and the possible 
introduction of fuel injection on twostrokes. 

Here’s to 2016... 

Jonty Edmunds 
jontyifuture7media.com 
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THE MORE LOST 
YOU GET, THE HOE 
AT HOHE IT FEELS 


THE 2016 ENDURO MODEL RANGE. 


Agile handling, predictable power and ease-of-use are critical in tight and technical 
terrain. Exploring the depths of the deepest forest is only half the adventure. The new 
Husqvarna Motorcycles enduro models are built to take you as far as you dare to go - 
with the exceptional reliability and durability to get you back out again. 
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VIEW COMPLETE 
ENDURO MODELRANGE 



Husq varna 

MOTORCYCLES 




THE COLLECTION 

SNOW RIDING WITH INSTAGRAM 


h Sweden’s Ulf Karlson racing a two-stroke Husky at the ’95 edition of Novemberkasan. 
9. A soaking wet Graham Jarvis heads out for another lap at an extremely cold Hell’s 
Gate in 9015. 

3. Two-time world enduro champ Johnny Aubert having fun in the snow. 

4. Tough times for Joakim Ljunggren at the 9010 Swedish Enduro Championship. 




5. Seven-time world champ Anders Eriksson still loves racing enduro no matter the conditions. 

6. GNCC star Kailub Russell’s father Jeff during a mid ‘90s photo-shoot. 

7. Log-jumping session for Husqvarna’s Jesper Borjesson at his home track. 

8. Pro motocrosser Kevin Strijbos out with 10-time champ Stefan Everts on a snowy 
enduro ride. 



QUOTES 

INTERESTING STUFF PEOPLE SAID 

“In America KTM holds a market share of almost 80% 
in the off-road competition segment. It’s hard to better 
that.” ATM’s Chief Sales Officer, Hubert Trunkenpolz 

“This year in SuperEnduro I think everybody is actually 
riding beyond their abilities, so it’s like a freaking 
lottery out there.” Paul Bolton 

“We want to develop a concussion sensor that can 
attach to a helmet, with a red LED light flashing after 
any big impact.” Kurt Caselli Foundation’s Quinn Cody 

“Living in France helped me grow as a person and made 
me stronger psychologically. I’ve returned home an 
improved racer.” Jonny Walker 




“When developing the WR450F rally activities weren’t 
part of our goals. But we know the final product 
can make a great rally machine.” Yamaha’s Product 
Manager Masato Yokoi 

“I can’t understand the final decision for ISDE. It’s 
not worth competing anymore in an event that’s not 
professionally managed.” Jacques Bolle -President 
ofFFM 

“Our relationship with Colton (Haaker) got pretty tense 
in 2015. We still talk to each other a little bit, but it’s 
not like it was ten years ago.” Cody Webb 

“Sales for the Freeride E are limited by its high price. 
But if the battery’s cost comes down it’ll become a 
serious alternative.” KTM’s CEO Stefan Pierer 



CONGRATULATIONS 

SAM SUNDERLAND 

Hats-off to Sam Sunderland for giving his all in an attempt to make it to the start of 
Dakar 2016, despite breaking his femur less than three months before the event. Exactly 
81 days prior to the start of Dakar Sam crashed hard while leading the Merzouga Rally, 
breaking his right femur and left collarbone. Shortly after his operation the UAE based 
Brit began walking, managing to get back on his road bicycle sooner than anyone 
expected. But it wasn’t to be. Less than three weeks before Dakar Sam announced his 
decision to sit out of the race. Hats off Sam, you did all you could... 
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sundersam 


FOLLOWING 


sundersam I did everything I could and I 
am so grateful for all the people that 
helped get me this far. The Dakar is a 
long tough race when you start 100% 
and my leg isn't quite there yet I have a 
lot of good healing but not quite enough 
and the smartest decision is to sit this 
one out. All the people I have around me 
have been amazing from sponsors to 
friends and family and I am so lucky for 
that and it motivates me to keep pushing 
towards the world championship in 2016 
and next Dakar. I hope all the boys and 
girl L in the KTM team do an awesome 
job because they have worked so hard 
and I will be back. #ktm #redbull 
#xdubai #oakley #alpinestars #just1 
#uswemoto 
view all 26 comments 
irevans That's a real shame Sam. 
Anyway, Abu Dhabi desert challenge will 

QP Add a comment... o 



BETA QUALITY | BETA PERFORMANCE | BETA SERVICE 

For your nearest dealer visit www.beta-uk.com or call: 01535 655970 






Isidre 

Esteve 


KNOW THIS 

ISIDRE ESTEVE FOUNDATION 

Fourth in the Dakar in 2001 and 0005 Isidre Esteve Pujol had an accident while racing 
a Baja rally in 0007 that left him paralysed. Since then the Catalan racer has made the 
switch to car racing while also establishing the Isidre Esteve Foundation. 

Combining Isidre’s passion for sports with the knowledge of various spinal cord injury 
experts, the foundation’s main goal is to make the life of people affected by similar 
injuries easier and more pleasant. 

Using sports as a tool for motivation and improvement the foundation aims to give 
optimism and increased levels of determination to people with spinal cord injuries. 

The foundation funds projects to improve mobility for people with spinal cord injuries, 
while contributing to further medical research. Taking advantage of Isidre’s connection 
with Africa they’re also able to help people with spinal cord injury facing exclusion in the 
African communities. 

Info & Donations: fundacioisidreesteve.org 




• This is Finnish great Mika Ahola on the gas on his Honda 250f at the opening round 
of the 2008 World Enduro Championship in Ostersund, Sweden. With the Swedish 
countryside knee deep in snow Ahola topped the El standings by a huge gap of almost 
two minutes. He was also the fastest outright rider on both days of competition. 

• Collecting nine victories from 16 days of racing, while never missing the podium, Ahola 
secured the second of his five World Enduro Championships in 2008. It was the Finn’s 
first title on a 250cc four-stroke machine. 




• Making his debut at the World Championship in 1993 it took Ahola 14 years to 
capture his first title. From 3007 to 3011 the Finn won the championship in every 
class he raced, with all five of his titles on a Honda. Ahola also was a seven-time ISDE 
champion with Team Finland, topping the event’s outright standings three times. 

• On January 15, 3016 four years will have passed since Ahola’s death in 3013, which 
came just a few days after he officially announced his retirement. Mika will forever be 
remembered as one of the greatest offroad racers of all times. 




PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT 

MSR LEGEND 71 PANTS, 

JERSEYS GLOVES 

MSR’s Legend 71 collection is a tribute to when American offroad 
legend Malcolm Smith established the brand (in 1971]. With a simple 
and bold design the pant, jersey and gloves blend modern technology 
with a retro style. 

The pants feature a collection of top-notch materials, features and functions brought 
together in a clean, yesteryear-inspired design. Two of their features we loved are the 
cowhide leather inner knee panels, which gave incredible grip, and the light foam-padded 
knees, which optimise protection. 

According to MSR the design of the whole Legend 71 series was based on the jersey. 

Weighing no more than 195grams it’s light, breathable and provides a generous cut 
that allows it to be worn over any kind of body armour. 

The series’ classic style continues with the Legend 71 gloves. Balancing between 
comfort and protection they feature a single-layer leather palm design with rubber 
details on the fingers and backhands for protection. We loved their anti-blister thumb 
panel and the embedded silicone prints for extra lever control. 


SOLE UK IMPORTERS FOI 

Malcolm RathmeU Sport 
www.mrsltd.co.uk 


2015 Enduro Range 


Tel: 01423 722885 Fa a: 01423 772205 
E-mail: info@mrsltd.co.uk 
Twitter: @MRS LTD 



Facebook: www.facebook.com/MalcolmRathmell! 


PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT 
MSRXPLORER VOYAGER JACKET 





MSR’s Xplorer Voyager jacket is durable and waterproof for year-long riding. With a Dry-XC 
treated nylon shell that provides the waterproofing, two zipped vents in the chest and a larger 
[29cm] vent on the back can be opened to allow enough fresh air for use in warmer conditions. 
The Voyager features two large pockets in front and a huge [30.5cm] rear cargo 

pocket, along with an inside pocket for your mobile 
phone. All pockets are fleece-lined and with 
waterproof zippers. We loved the Velcro 
adjustable side tension belts that 
provide ideal fit when wearing over 
the top of a chest protector, as well 
as the high collar with its super soft 
fabric and well-hidden hood. 

Flashlight reflective panels on 
both front and back give visibility in 
reduced light conditions. Weighing 
less than 1.1kg it might not be the 
lightest jacket available but it’s 
a does-it-all product that can 
be used in a variety of riding 
conditions throughout the year. 
More info: msracing.com 
www.apico.co.uk 





liMMi 


5 THINGS THAI. 


#1- MADE US LAUGH 

RACING WITH THE CAMELS - This 
is a shot taken by Maurizio Micheluz, 
the EWC’s track inspector, during 
a ride around the tracks of the 
upcoming GP of Morocco. They look 
interesting to say the least! 




2# -CAUGHT OUR 
ATTENTION 

BARMIN I /IRBXE - Able to shoot 
high-definition, wide-angle footage at 
ITOp and 12 megapixel photos the 
VIRB XE claims it can also tell a better 
story. Key to that is the built-in Garmin 
GPS and sensors, which track movement 
in real-time and display it in powerful 
on-screen graphs. A serious alternative 
to the action cam market leader? 




3# SAVED US TIME 

ENGINE CALCULA TOR - If you’re planning to bore out your 
cylinder and would like to know the engine’s new displacement 
here’s the right tool. It’s not rocket science but this simple 
calculator will help you quickly find the right figures. If you 
also have the tools to measure the volume of your combustion 
chamber you’d end up getting your engine’s compression ratio too. 
www.cbperformmexom/v/enginecalc.html 

4# WE ENJOYED WATCHING 

SEWC POLAND HIGHLIGHTS -W\ti 
the highly-awaited opening of the 2016 
SuperEnduro Championship producing a 
tonne of drama there’s no better way to relive 
all the action that this 25-minute episode 
on Red Bull TV. Sit comfortably, grab a beer 
and enjoy... 

5# SERIOUSLY IMPRESSED US 

KCBB TOOL PACK- Motion Pro is about to produce 
the long-awaited KC66 Tool Pack. With a huge amount 
of input for its design coming from the late Kurt 
Caselli it’s developed for and used by Team USA’s ISDE 
racers. Part of the proceeds for every pack sold go to 
the Kurt Caselli Foundation. 







TAKE A LOOK [VMM ME SPECIAL I 

THREE WEBSITES WORTH CHECKINS OUT... 
www.isdt.eu 

Language: English 

Type: Personal collection of vintage bikes 

Meet Yves, a collector living in the south west of France and owning one of the neatest 
collections of vintage enduro bikes. Yves is also an occasional racer with his website 
being a source of information for classic enduro racing events, mostly those taking place 
in France or Italy. 

www.classicendum.be 

Language: English 

Type: Vintage, restoration Gracing 

Five collectors and friends from Belgium who love racing their enduro bikes in classic 
events all-over Europe created this website in order to share their experiences and meet 
people with the same passion. It’s worth following their personal restoration stories and 
experiences from classic bike racing. Check out the links’ section too for a trip in the 
depths of vintage bike restoration. 

www.vintugedirtbikeparts.net 

Language: English 

Type: Mage dirt bike parts & images 

Behind the old-school layout this website is a hidden treasure of vintage bike images and 
info. Specialising in bikes from early 70s to mid ‘80s it’s got a rich collection of pictures 
from historic brands such as Ossa, Montesa, Puch, SWM and Ancilotti. By far their best 
image collection are from KTM and Husqvarna vintage bikes. 



PRODUCT SPOTILIGHT 

LEATTGPX TRAIL WP 2.0 

There’s enough technology in Leatt’s GPX 2.0 Trail WP hydration pack to fill pages. Leatt’s 
idea was to create a light system with a two-litre hydration bladder and a five -litre 
carrying capacity. It had to be waterproof and fit comfortably around your body. 

Leatt have succeeded in all the above. Two small plastic clips in the chest give the 
system a solid fit. In fact they are so tiny it takes time to learn how to attach them fast. 

A series of easily accessible small pockets allow you to carry a smartphone. As for the 
rear the cargo compartment and external pocket are waterproof and ready to hold basic 
tools, a light raincoat, energy bars, etc. 

The pack has four tube routing options with the bite valve attaching to the chest with 
Velcro. A heat reflective inner panel keeps the liquid cool while also working as a back 
protector. The only thing we missed was a holding strap for carrying the pack when not worn. 
More info: www.leatt.com www.apico.co.uk 


GOOD as 

BECAUSE WE’RE ALL SICK OF NEGATIVE MAINSTREAM NEWS... 

The 2016 Enduro 2 World Championship will see world 
champions Alex Salvini, Matt Phillips and Mathias Bellino all 
fight for the top spot. 

After the launch of their prototype RS 340S in 
EICMA, SWM is rumoured to be developing a new 
range of low-cost two-stroke enduro bikes. 


In its first two years the Kurt Caselli Foundation has 
distributed over $300,000 towards improving offroad 
riding safety measures. 



Honda HedMoto Racing will field a 100% Italian team 
for the 0010 EMC with Davide Guarneri, Oscar Balletti, 
Alessandro Battlg and Davide Soreca. Viva Italia! 


The 2015 FIM Cross-Coutry Rallies World Champion 
Matthias Walkner won the Austrian Motorsport 
Personality of 2015 award. 


Frenchman Yan Lozano, a highly-experienced 
mechanic who’s worked with some of the biggest 
names in motocross, is developing the WR450F that’ll 
take on the Enduro 2 World Championship in 2016. 




BIG 3 

m-AUSmilA 2015 IS DE WINNERS 



The FIM’s International Disciplinary Court has overturned the 
reinstatement of the eight World Trophy team riders disqualified fron 
this year’s ISDE, meaning the official end-of-event podium should hav 
looked something like this, with Australia on the top step. With Austr 
the new winners, Italy move to second with Finland third. 









BIG 3 

#3mSQmNA RALLY 

Husky are the new kids in town as far as the 2016 Dakar Rally is concerned. 

Ok, their bikes might essentially be black and white KTMs, but it’s still cool to 
see another manufacture added to the event’s entry list. Fielding three official 
riders, Husqvarna have opted for a mix of experience and new blood. Ruben 
Faria has a wealth of Dakar experience behind him and should be a 


ST 






After a seven-year absence, the Red Bull Knock Out returned to the sandy 
beaches of The Hague in The Netherlands. Flying low and fast beneath 
radar it was Belgium’s Axle van de Sande who beat the 1,499 other sand 
lovers to claim the overall win. In his last race with Husqvarna before moving 
to enduro with KTM, 21-year-old Brit Nathan Watson was the runner-up. 
Photo: Brian Jill 




LEGEND 71 JERSEY, PANT, GLOVE & HELMET 
•BLACK /WHITE 
•YELLOW /BLACK 
•NAVY /ORANGE 
• RED / BLACK 
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MALCOLM SMITH RACING 


1 SURVIVED 

Riding solo across 15 countries 

Five things that helped Lithuanian traveller Jacob Laukaitis survive an 8,000km solo trip 
in the Balkans... without a map. 

#1 “Always travel light! My bike’s top-box was so small I couldn’t even fit my helmet in 
it. I stuffed a few things there and also carried a small backpack. I ended up with just 
two pants, two shorts, five to six T-Shirts, my computer and a GoPro. That was pretty 
much everything I needed for the trip. The great thing was I didn’t spend much time 
packing every morning. That helped a lot.” 

#2 “It’s always important to get as much experience as possible. I’d ridden 
motorbikes in Asia in the past. When people heard about my idea to ride across the 
Balkans solo and without a map, they’d think I was crazy, that it was way too dangerous. 
But I had already ridden bikes in places like Thailand, Indonesia, Philippines and Vietnam 
so I was pretty sure I’d make it across the Balkans.” 




#3 “Talking to people will always take you to your destination. I didn’t have a map 
during the whole trip so every time I was in doubt as to which direction to take I’d simply 
ask people. They always helped out and that was also a good way to get to know locals 
a bit more. I’d also ask locals in hostels for recommendations on food and attractions. 
That’s how I got to the best places during the trip.” 

#4 “Commitment is the key to making it through. There were times when the only 
thought crossing my mind was to give up and go back home. But I knew there was no 
chance of me giving up. The way I thought about it, making it to the end would somehow 
be a way to thank all the people I’d been meeting for months. I was sharing my dream 
with them and I thought that if I made it it’d be like we all made it. I also wanted to get 
my first travelling video as good as possible.” 

#5 “Of course there’s always the pleasure of riding. Some travellers would search for 
places to see, towns to visit and so on. Even though I enjoyed that a lot, my favourite 
thing was just riding my bike through towns, cities, valleys, villages, mountains and 
forests. Taking things slowly and enjoying every minute of it. I think that’s very important 
for any long motorbike trip. Otherwise you’ll get bored soon.” 



high five -Sandra Gomez 

The 2015 AMA Women's EnduroCross champion speaks up... 

Congratulations on your first AMA championship. How important is this 
title for you? 

“Thanks a lot! To get the title I had to word hard, make lots of sacrifices and learn to 
endure pain. It was an up and down season. Along with the travelling and some financial 
difficulties, I broke my foot 15 days before round five in Sacramento. It’s been a difficult 
year filled with broken bones and hard work. The title feels like a dream come true.” 

How hard was it to travel from Spain to race the US EnduroCross series? 
“It’s not just the travelling part that makes it hard - 1 had to travel alone. I did the whole 
EnduroCross season travelling back and forth from Spain to the States all by myself. 
I had to arrange the flights, transportation to the races, pretty much everything. 
The jetlag could be awful sometimes too.” 

How did you manage to get back after your mid-season foot injury? 

“It was hard physically and psychologically. It was a stupid crash one day before the 
opening of the Trial World Championship. The bike hit my foot so I broke two metatarsals. 
I started walking three days after the accident. IS days later I was on the plane to the 
States for round five of EnduroCross. Worst case scenario the bone would break again and 
I’d have to undergo surgery. I raced two EnduroCross rounds non-stop and when I got back 
to Spain the bone was fine.” 

You also faced financial difficulties during the season. How did that work 
out in the end? 

“I skipped round one due to budget restrictions. Then I won the next two rounds. It was 
a pivotal point as Husqvarna started covering my accommodation and bike expenses. The 
plan was to do the whole series but when I got home after Sacramento I realised there 
wasn’t enough money in my bank account for the last three rounds. I discussed it with 
friends and they decided to put a story on the Internet. People started supporting my 
campaign and that really gave the push to go on. I’m very grateful.” 

What’s the most important thing you learned from the 2015 AMA season 
and are you planning to defend your title next year? 

“You should never give up. You’ve got to work hard. You’ve got to be ready for the right 
moment to grab the opportunity to chase your dreams. It’s also crucial for me to feel 
that people help and support me even when everything seems impossible. At the moment 
there’re no fixed plans for 2016. I’ll be in Milan on January 16 for the SuperEnduro World 
Championship and well see...” e 




Dakar 2015’s stand-out rookie performer j 
[and multiple Australian off-road champion] ] 
on his love of keepin’ it pinned, future plans to < 
move to Europe and how a near career-ending $ 
injury has made him even more j 
determined to succeed... I 

Words: Future7Media I 
Photos: Future7Media S KTM images I 





I love having the throttle pinned... 

TP: “It takes courage to keep it pinned, but I’m used to it. You 
definitely need to be 100% focused. You’ve got to be very quick 
thinking and able to process things fast when you’re flat out. It’s 
just like an adrenaline rush. Like a drug. You get hooked on it so 
every time you get to fifth or sixth gear it’s a good thrill. I’ve been 
doing it for years so it’s hard to explain how it’s done. In Australia 
you just hope a kangaroo doesn’t jump out in front of you. But in 
South America there are no kangaroos.” 

There’s serious pressure on me now... 

TP: “To think I’m going back to the Dakar with #3 on my bike is kind 
of crazy. I know there’s going to be pressure to perform, but I’m 
used to it. I’ve dealt with that for the last six or seven years of my 
career. I’ve got to stay focused on the race, do my thing and enjoy 
my time there. I’ll try not to overthink things and just do what I 
know I can do on the bike. I’m excited to see what 3016 brings.” 
Third at the 2015 Dakar was a total surprise... 

TP: “My biggest career achievement to date is getting third at 
the Dakar first time out. It was a total surprise. When you talk to 
people anywhere in the world about the Dakar everyone’s heard 
of it. My podium there gave me the chance to be in a great team 
and I’m grateful for that. Every now and then I wake up and want 
to pinch myself, wondering if it really happened. I scroll down my 
phone and see pictures from the race and still can’t believe it. I had 
a lot of luck going my way but I also made a good race in 3015.” 

You have to take things one day at a time... 

TP: “I didn’t know what to expect going into Dakar 3015, so didn’t 
plan anything. I set my goal to get through the first day without 
getting lost. I was stoked to make it all the way to the finish. In 
rally racing you can never plan too far ahead. You need to worry 
about day one, on day one. If not there’s a risk of information 
overload, which you might not be able to handle. You’ve got to roll 
with what you get dealt. I just took every day as it was and if I had 
a problem I tried to fix it as soon as possible.” 


I literally have my head screwed on now... 

TP: “I’m 28 years of age now and I’m up to 27 broken bones. 

The worst injury was crashing in the US in 2013. 1 broke three 
vertebrae in my neck and back. I now have three rods and eight 
screws from C5 through to Tl. I was extremely lucky. I definitely got 
kissed by an angel. I kind of laugh about it sometimes now, saying 
that I literally have my head screwed on! It is tough coming back 
from injuries. If you focus on injuries too much it takes your mind 
away from what you’re doing. At the end of the day racing has a lot 
to do with having the correct mindset. Injuries have taught me how 
quickly everything can be taken away. They’ve made me stronger.” 

I want as much as possible from this sport... 

TP: T ve always tried to chop and change between disciplines. 
Normally people do two different types of racing at the most, like 
enduro and endurocross or desert racing and rally. But I always 
liked giving myself a new challenge and grabbing any opportunity 
I could. The way I imagine it, when I’m 60 years old and sitting in a 
wheelchair full of arthritis I’d like to know I did everything I could 
to be better - racing as much as I could and getting as much as I 
could from the sport. Most of the highs outweigh the lows. And I’m 
glad that now my mind is 100% focused on one thing - rally racing.” 
Kart Caselli did so much for me... 

TP: “I was lucky to meet Kurt Caselli at one of my first ISDEs. He 
was one hell of a guy - down to earth and easy-going. Lots of people 
say that me and Kurt had the same personality off the track. We hit 
it off really well. If it wasn’t for him I might not be doing what I’m 
doing now. When asked if he’d go to the Baja races he said that he 
never really wanted to do them unless I was on the team. Two days 
prior to his accident we were riding together, laughing and having a 
good time. It hits home pretty hard knowing that was the last day 
we ever got to talk. I’m sure he’s somewhere up above us watching 
down on us all.” 
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I’ll be moving to Spain... 

TP: “The plan is to move to Europe, possibly Spain, for three or four 
months per year. It’d help to be closer to the team and my team- 
mates. The terrain in the south of Europe is very similar to Dakar. 

It means spending a lot of time away from friends and family, which 
isn’t easy. But at the end of the day I wouldn’t change it for the 
world. It’s what I’ve been striving to achieve for years. The window 
of opportunity we get is a small one so I know I need to give it my 
all now.” 

I came to enduro when Stefan Merriman was back to Australia... 

TP: “I signed my first contract to race motocross and supercross 
with Kawasaki when I was 16. Results were good but I had too many 
injuries. I quit racing for some time and came back as a privateer 
in 2008. At the end of the season I was left broke. Right at that 
time Stefan Merriman had just returned from Europe. As a four-time 
world champion everyone knew he’d be a favourite for the Australian 
Off-Road Championship. Kawasaki saw I had the potential to fight 
with him so in 2009 they offered me a place in their official team. 
That’s how I made the switch to off-road racing. I won the title on 
my first season and in 0010 signed a contract with KTM.” 

I’ve got good memories from the ISDE... 

TP: “I was invited to race the ISDE for the first time in 0009. 1 got a 
place in Australia’s Junior Trophy Team and went to Portugal to see 
what it was all about. I loved the event. 

I finished 14th overall and as the highest-ranking Australian rider. 
The following year Shane Watts got injured so I was transferred to 
the World Trophy team. In Finland 0011 1 was eighth overall and in 
Germany 0010 1 ended the race 10th with broken ribs. My best ISDE 
was 0014 in Argentina. I had a good battle with Pela Renet and I 
ended up getting second outright. I really enjoy the ISDE.” 


With age comes a roll cage... 

TP: “After Dakar 2015 Robby Gordon, one of the world’s best known 
desert truck drivers, offered me the opportunity to race the Clipsal 
500 in a V8 Supercar. Despite feeling a bit out of my comfort zone, 

I loved it. If in the future I get offered the chance to do something 
like that, I’d love to do it. It’s a plan in progress at the moment 
as I definitely have a lot of other boxes to tick on two wheels. 

Somewhere in the back of my mind I want to try and pave a way 
towards car racing. I could be a desert car racer or even race the 
Dakar in a Mini.” 
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Charity is extremely important... 

TP: T ve been involved in charity projects for a long time. Growing 
up I had a sister with Cerebral Palsy. She was blind from birth, 
born 16 weeks premature. That was another factor that’s made 
me see life differently. I knew that every opportunity I got I had to 
push hard to maximise. I could see her sitting in a wheelchair and 
still loving life as much as I did. Unfortunately, she passed away 
suddenly in SOIL I spoke to her six days before that happened and 
then it was all over...” e 




leisure! rail 


CALL IN AND SE 

• Official KTM UK Dealer • 

• All 2016 models stocked • 

• Full Technical Back-up • 

• Full Postal Spares Service 

Sales@leisuret 


JttM# Visit: www.leisuretrail.co.uk M€k 




ETHE 2016 KTM ENDURO RANGE 


KTM Trained Technicians • Impressive Showroom 
Full Range of KTM Clothing • All Major Credit and 
Large Stock of KTM Debit Cards Accepted 

Clothing and Accessories • Finance Available 


rail.co.uk 0115 973 2466 


Beech Ave, Long Eaton, Nottingham NGIO 2AX 



MOI 


it 






f . 3 tI 



o 


■ ■ ^ >j v: u *:m 


MORIE POWER 
MORE SPEED 
IRE CHAMPIONS 


Oil of Switzerland 






Advantage Webb 

Despite an eleventh-hour switch to four-stroke machinery for the 2015/16 ( 

SuperEnduro series, freshly crowned AMA EnduroCross champ Cody Webb had most 
to celebrate come the end of round one. With two wins from three starts, the Atlas 
Arena was kind to Webb. Very kind. The first American to ever hold the SuperEnduro 
points lead, Webb unquestionably now has his sights set on becoming world 
champion. If his result in Poland is anything to go by, few would bet against him. 
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Crash, Bang, Wallop 

Taddy Blazusiak’s night was anything but uneventful at the 
SuperEnduro series opener. This tangle with Prestige class 
-rookie Andreas Linusson was his most spectacular get-off 
^ while a race three start crash saw the six-time champ hit the 
ground hard. Each time he walked away as only Blazusiak can. 
Yet despite more than his fair share of Polish soil samples, 
that fact that Taddy still ended his night on the podium 
shows he’s certainly lost none of his ‘in it to win it’ mentality. 
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Clockwise from top left: Colton Haaker II Mario Roman II 
Paul Bolton // Jonny Walker 
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The Upper Hand 

one saw the championship’s leading protagonists come to the forefront. 
It might not have been the exact order many expected but each one showed 
their championship winning potential. With two wins Webb stood out most, but 
the consistency of Jonny Walker isn’t to be overlooked. Colton Haaker’s race 
two win showed he’s got the speed, while Taylor Robert delivered a much more 
mature ride than that of IP months ago. And of course Blazusiak’s consistent 
battles back from the brink showed he’s just as hungry as ever. With five title 
contenders in the mix, this season is going to be memorable. 
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Lone Ranger 

Alfredo Gomez is one of only a handful of Prestige class riders 
to stick with two-stroke machinery. He finished sixth overall 
at the SuperEnduro series opener but was picking up his pace 
with every race. Ending race one in seventh, he crossed the 
finish line of race three in fourth. Positive steps forward for 
on his first official outing as a KTM rider. 
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Victory Lane 


Flanked by Walker and Blazusiak, Webb certainly enjoyed his time on the top step of 
the podium. But how many more times hell get to spray the Champagne remains to 
be seen as both Walker and Blazusiak have no intentions of playing second fiddle to 
the American. In the Juniors Manuel Lettenbichler put his two-stroke on the top step 
of the podium. A standout performer, Lettenbichler’s effortless looking riding style 
certainly stood out from the general chaos that ensued around him... e 
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Yamahas all-new WR450F will likely both delight and disappoint. 

That might sound like an outlandishly bold opening sentence 
but we’re pretty damn sure that’s exactly how this new machine 
is going to be received. And with good reason. You see, Yamaha’s 
latest mid-sized four-stroke enduro offering is a very specialist 
piece of kit. Much more so than ever before. 

For those looking for power, on point high-speed stability and 
solid-built machinery prime for high-end enduro or rally use, 
there’ll be delight. Equally, for those looking for a trail-friendly, 
Japanese-built enduro bike for the every-man, there’ll likely be 
some disappointment. 

Yamaha’s new WR450F is a bike that Yamaha themselves 
admit is best suited to advanced to professional level riders. 
And there’s no need to look further than the motocross based 
450cc motor to figure out why that is. At the heart of their 
new four-fiddy is an engine that features motocross based 
technology ‘tailored for enduro performance’. 

In many ways Yamaha are being extremely open and honest 
with what their new 450 is, and for that they deserve credit. 
European enduro (for the most part] is different to US and 
Australian off-road racing. It’s more technical and with less 
wide-open spaces, and Yamaha has seemingly recognised this 
fact. Yamaha’s new 450 is, therefor, better suited to wider, 
more open spaces, which as far as the European market is 
concerned means the WR450F sits on the boundary between 
enduro and rally. 

ENGINE AND CHASSIS 

At the heart of the new WR450F is Yamaha’s reverse cylinder, 
four-valve DOHC engine, with its front facing air intake and 
rearward exiting exhaust. Its compact design, together with its 
under-seat fuel tank and snaking exhaust pipe, assist with the 
centralisation of masses. The ‘in front’ air intake system puts 
the airbox ahead of the rider. As proven with the WR250F this 
helps the air filter stay cleaner for longer. 


A completely reprogrammed fuel injection system, with a 44mm throttle 
body, focuses, Yamaha says, on the needs of enduro riding. The wide-ratio 
five-speed gearbox comes from the previous WR450F with the addition of a 
higher primary gear ratio. 

The transition from ‘crosser to woods racer continues with a set of 
enduro-specific radiators, a radiator fan and a new design to the shrouds 
for improved air flow. The 450cc Yamaha engine is equipped with an electric 
starter with the WR also maintaining a kick-starter. 

The bike adopts the YZ’s lightweight bilateral aluminium beam frame with 
optimised flex and strength for enduro use. The footpegs are now positioned 5mm 
lower for better control. In terms of suspension, up front the WR450F features 
KYB’s air-oil forks with 4.5N/mm springs and KYB’s rear shock with a spring of 56N/ 
mm. The WR’s suspension gets ‘enduro’ spec valving. A side stand, lights and an 
18” rear wheel complete the transition from MX to enduro machine. 

The new WR450F sticks with a cable-operated clutch but now features 
a reinforced cable. What remains unchanged from the motocross model is 
the 7.5 litre fuel tank, which according to Yamaha officials ‘fully covers the 
demands for enduro competition.’ With a claimed wet weight of 123kg the 
2016 WR450F has only lost 1kg when compared to its predecessor. 

Sitting on the new WR450F, with its 965mm seat height, and physical 
similarities to its immediate predecessor disappear somewhat. The flat seat 
is the first thing that highlights the bike’s sporty feeling. Feeling on it, rather 
than in it, the seat height gives a big bike feel. While the seat allows for easy 
forward and backward movement the sizeable radiator panels - especially 
when wearing bulky knee braces - make the bike feel notable wide when 
seating. Something new-to-Yamaha riders will initially find a little unusual. 
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"THE NEW WRH50E IS CLEARLY A BIKE FOR COMPETITION- 
FOCUSED USE -A SERIOUS OFF-ROAD CONTENDER THAT 
PERFORMS BETTER THE HARDER ITS PUSHED YET NEEDS AN 
EXPERIENCED SET OF HANDS TO PUSH IT HARD..." 
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Mounts to the braces. 
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The standard handlebar position will suit the majority of riders. If not, its rubber 
mounted clamps are adjustable to four different positions. The new speedometer has 
a large display but is somewhat hidden behind the throttle cables. 

A push to the starter button, preferably with a hint of throttle opening, is enough for 
the engine to fire up. Homologated by MOTO Spa and in its ‘fully open’ form the WR450F 
we rode had its air intake restrictor, decibel killer and airbox resonator removed. 

DOUBLE PERSONALITY 

It takes just a few minutes of riding to understand why Yamaha suggest the new 
WR450F is a bike for advanced to Pro users. With a potent power supply as standard, 
and a highly responsive chassis and suspension package, the bike cries out to be 
pushed harder. The harder the bike is worked the better it handles. 

At the heart of the machine the back-to-front engine offers an incredible amount 
of torque and power from very low rpms. A crisp and immediate response to any 
throttle action increases the need to stay focused on riding, while engine breaking 
seems increased compared to many other modern, fuel injected four strokes. 

In slippery conditions (hard-pack corners littered with small stones] it was tough to 
find predictable traction on exiting corners. We found the WR450F seemingly preferred 
to be ridden one gear higher, with gentle movements of the right wrist a must. 

But, there’s a but. When the softer mapping option is used the bike transforms 
into something different. Something much more useable, but nevertheless still very 
powerful. Using Yamaha’s Power Tuner it takes a few minutes, but sadly a little more 
money, to modify the engine’s performance. The fiery engine changes to something 
altogether mellower, making the bike more enjoyable to ride and offering more usable 
power to suit the needs of a wider range of riders. 

With the Power Tuner softening the motor’s power, lesser experienced riders are 
able to take full advantage of the engine’s versatility. The Power Tuner opens up a 
whole new spectrum of possibilities, and ensures the bike is an altogether more 
welcoming machine. 

STABLE AS A ROCK 

One of the things that impressed us most about the new WR450F was its overall 
handling. In a wide range of situation the WR’s chassis and suspension felt as stable 
as a rock when tackling straight-line obstacles and equally easy to turn on the trails. 
Soaking up bumps big and small, what we immediately came to appreciate was the 
suspensions’ willingness to progressively stiffen as it neared the end of its travel. 
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"RALLY SCENE MAY BE SMALLER THAN THE WHOLE ENDURO SCENE 
BUT IT’S REALLY GROWING IN COMPETITION AND RECREATION...” 

LEON OOSTERHOF: PRODUCT MANAGEMENT OFFROAD 





Even on their standard settings the action of the front forks was welcomingly 
smooth, offering a feeling of trust when hitting obstacles big and small. On the more 
sandy conditions stiffening up the compression (5 clicks] on the forks immediately 
made the bike more responsive and playful. As for the KYB shock, it kept the rear 
planted with an impressive feeling of security. 

The larger diameter for front disc gives serious stopping power, yet good feeling 
of the front brake. Braking hard from high speeds certainly wasn’t a problem. 

NEW DIRECTION 

The new WR450F is clearly a bike for competition-focused use - a serious offroad 
contender that performs better the harder it’s pushed yet needs an experienced set 
of hands to push it hard. In standard set-up we’d say it’s likely too powerful for a 
large percentage of those who’d consider buying one. 

When softened - by using the Yamaha’s Power Tuner - the bike does become much 
more usable. And much more enjoyable to ride. It’s still every inch a solid feeling 




thoroughbred, but its power does become much more manageable. Not to the extent 
that it would excel at weaving around tight trees, and over rutted-out tree roots, but 
certainly a lot easier to ride in more straightforward enduro going. 

On the multitude of mid to high-speed tracks and trails we rode the bike on in Spain 
it was largely incredibly stable and highly enjoyable to ride. With its abundance of power 
and well-mannered chassis the bike excelled along flowing gravel trails and undulating 
single trail. The bike could easily be a base for a competitive rally racer. Even the 
improved front brake suits the needs of high-speed racing. 

It remains to be seen how the market will embrace the new competition-focused 
WR450F. With KTM’s 450 EXC, Husqvarna's FE 450 and Beta's RR 430 all focused on 
more mass-market user-friendliness, Yamaha’s WR450F certainly offers something 
different. Possibly a little too different for those looking for a more general purpose 
use enduro bike, but a bike that ticks a lot of the right boxes when it comes to 
serious enduro and amateur rally use. 
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1. It offers serious freedom to roam. . . 

Like riding in forests? Then you’re going to love 
riding in Bulgaria. Nearly half of the country is 
wooded, from the capital Sofia in the west all the 
way to the Black Sea coastline in 
this indigenous forest is 
light, sandy soil in these 
makes an ideal 
Even in wet, winter conditions 
up amazingly well, 
size as Iceland 
the riding. From 

in the southwest around the Ban 
theStrandza mountai 
overtothe east, with anal 
there’s something for eve 
and difficulty. 






m^SSSm 

IllliiSS 



2. It’s got rich culture and history 

Firstly, a bit of history. Just 25 years ago this beautiful country was still 
under the iron fist of communist rule. It would be misleading not to mention 
that in amongst the endless wooded mountains, ski resorts and stunning 
coastline lurks the occasional reminder of this country’s sometimes difficult 
past. It wasn’t until 1990 that it had its first democratic election and it 
finallyjoined the EU in 2007. Aside from occasional Soviet reminders Bulgaria 
is otherwise a beautiful country with a population of around seven million, 
sharing its borders with no less than five other countries. Although Sofia 
mostly feels like a thoroughly modern metropolis, some rural areas have 
remained unchanged for decades, and are all the better for it. 



3. The local food is amazing 

In terms of importance, just below quality of riding sits quality of food - the ability to satisfy 
your hunger after a long day on the trails. Lunch on day one involves stopping by an innocuous 
looking building by a river, sitting down and watching our lunch get fished out of the river. 
Ten minutes later we’re eating freshly grilled trout, rice and a bowl of soup washed down with 
a local beer. With an unspoilt view looking back down the valley we’d ridden up during the 
morning, it’s fair to say our lunch spot was more than a little idyllic. Later that night in a 
restaurant in Bankso we’re presented with a wooden meat board covered with enough huge 
chunks of beef, lamb and chicken to feed a small army. This is accompanied by a comically 
small bowl of salad and a jug of Rakia, the local spirit. Rakia would almost certainly double up 
as an alternative source of fuel if our bikes were running low... 



4. Busy and varied nightlife 

As remote as some parts of Bulgaria are, there are 
equally plenty of places to party hard. After partially 
recovering from a self-induced meat coma and the 
eye-watering after effects of the potent Rakia we 
hit a local club in a ski resort, complete with ear 
splitting beats and just about every nationality 
represented under one roof. We grab a couple more 
beers and join the throng for an hour or so before 
heading home, leaving the party in full swing. One 
thing’s for sure, the eating, drinking and nightlife in 
Bulgaria is definitely not for the faint-hearted! 



5. It’s exceptional value for money 

Bulgaria is easily accessible from mainland Europe and is under three hours away from 
the UK. Wizzair fly direct to Sofia from Luton with flights easily obtainable for under £100. 
Once you arrive food and drink is plentiful, delicious and cheap (just go easy on the Rakaii] 
You certainly get a lot of bang for your buck compared to Western Europe, and you’ll be 
hard pushed to spend a lot in restaurants or bars. And who knows, you may even go home 
with some pocket money left over to put towards your next trip! 
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Why did you decide to set up a motorcycle tours company 
in Bulgaria? 

“I have an event management company and for me enduro was just a hobby. I wanted to 
experience the best landscapes whilst riding, as well as developing my skills. So I 
decided to go on a guided enduro tour. Even though the scenery was beautiful, the 
organisation was disappointing and the tour guide wasn’t really motivated to ride with 
a group below his riding level. So this was the trigger that pushed me to combine my 
organisational experience and my hobby- to start offering tours in Bulgaria. High quality 
riding, good organisation and customer service are all essential if you want to have 
satisfied clients.” 

Where are your three favourite places to ride in Bulgaria and why? 

“I love equally the “Erzberg type” of tracks around Sofia, the endless tiny goat 
paths crossing pine forests and lakes in the Rhodope Mountains, the Oak trees and 
breathtaking views on the Black Sea coast and of course the challenging single tracks 
[up to 2,900m) in the Rila and Pirin mountains. For me Enduro is not just riding a bike 


but also about connecting with nature, pushing your physical and mental abilities, 
discovering new places and most importantly meeting people who share your love of 
riding. The best place could be anywhere in Bulgaria, chosen perfectly according to the 
current conditions and the abilities of the others in the group, so everyone can have fun 
and get the most out of a tour.” 

What has changed about Bulgaria in recent times? 

“A lot of things changed in the last few years. Now you can use free internet connection 
everywhere, drive on new roads, book a luxury hotel, enjoy shopping and have amazing 
food in fashionable restaurants, as well as parties in the night clubs. But other parts of 
Bulgaria are stuck in a time machine. Alongside the modern way of life in the big cities 
and resorts you just need to spend 30 minutes on a bike to go backwards in time and into 
history. There’s totally wild, unspoiled nature, which you can enjoy with no limitations. 
Small villages have kept the old spirit and traditions offering only locally grown food. 
People are unchanged by modern commercial philosophy and accept you as an old friend. 
And the most important thing is that you will feel free to be yourself, to do what you like 
and to enjoy. Both in the modern European Bulgaria and in this ancient country with more 
than 1,300 years of history.” 

How does riding in Bulgaria differ from better-known European 
riding spots? 

“I don’t want to focus on the fact that we are an easy accessible and affordable 
destination with huge diversity of terrain, with tracks suitable for all riding levels, 
because I think this combination is a must for any good enduro destination. I’ve travelled 
a lot and believe there are many incredible places that you have to visit in a lifetime. 
Honestly, I’m just proud to say that Bulgaria is one of the best places to ride.” 

Finally, what makes it a great dirt bike holiday destination? 

“What a rider can get in Bulgaria is a totally unique combination of factors so they’ll enjoy 
all of their time in Bulgaria. There’s real flexibility and freedom here so you can focus only 
on the riding and improving your skills on an amazing variety of tracks. Or for the real 
adventurer you can explore a different place each day, experience new culture and habits, 
try different food and make new friends. The tracks are not crowded - sometimes I really 
feel we are the only people on the whole mountain! You can enjoy riding in all seasons, 
even in winter. And most importantly the landscapes here are so, so beautiful...” 
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BEEN THERE, DONE THAT... BULGARIA 

RICHARD MOT- EDITOR AT ENDURO MAGAZINE, FRANCE 

Richard, how would you describe the experience of riding in 

Bulgaria to someone who’s never been? 

“When riding offroad in Bulgaria you have absolute freedom to ride any trail and any 
forest road. There are no restrictions. There are amazing trails in many parts of the 
country and old and abandoned gravel roads going from one village to another. For me, 
it’s a lot like riding in Romania. The country is full of hills, 
mountains and huge forests. It is a real pleasure to ride 
offroad there. There are also many people in the mountains 
with old motocross bikes that love going offroad. The offroad 
scene isn’t big but people just love bikes.” 

You’ve ridden in all four corners of the world. 
In your opinion, what kind of offroad riding 
does a trip to Bulgaria involve? 

“There is something for everybody. You can just take it easy 
and ride the basic trails on enduro bikes, but it’s also a great 
place to ride adventure bikes. It’s got an endless network of 
old forest roads. In our case we flew to Sofia and got a lift to Plovdiv, two hours outside 
the country’s capital. Then we got on the bikes and rode towards the south through 
the Rhodope Mountains. Five days later we ended up in Bansko, the famous ski resort. 
There were a lot of technical trails, steep hills and extreme crossings. It was like riding 
Romaniacs for five days. One particular trail was supposed to take us BO minutes to 
cross. With huge fallen trees everywhere it took us three hours! I loved pretty much every 
part of the trip.” 

Top five things about riding offroad in Bulgaria? 

“The freedom - when you come from a country where many things are forbidden [you can’t 
even ride through rivers and streams in France] you can really appreciate riding in such a 
place. The people - you feel welcome anywhere you go. I think they love bikes too. It’s part 
of the culture, I guess. The food - Bulgarian cuisine was something I’d never experienced 
before. I really loved the food. The trails - they’re truly endless. The Rhodope range of 
mountains in south Bulgaria is so big. There are so many places we wanted to go but 
didn’t have time to. Ease of access - there are direct flights from most major European 
airports to Sofia...” Richard rode with Enduro Bulgaria, e 
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The Pro Taper® Profile Pro Clutch Perch utilizes the extremely successful 
Profile perch with our latest development, the XPS lever. The XPS (Cross Pivot 
System) lever pivots in multiple directions, yet maintains a slim, low profile 
blade that you will not find with other folding levers. This universal assembly 
offers two lever reach adjustment points that will accommodate the widest 
range of bikes and riders on the market. 
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The Pro Taper, Profile Pro XPS brake lever is the latest and 
greatest to the Profile control line. We’ve taken our successful 
XPS (Cross Pivot System) lever and mirrored it for OEM quality 
fitment for the front brake master cylinder. With tool-less lever 
reach adjustability and the multi directional folding capabilities, 
the Profile Pro XPS front brake lever can accommodate the 
widest range of bikes and riders on the market. 


• 6061 T6 precision forged aluminum blade 

• CNC machined lever clevis lends an exact fit 

• Slim, low profile Cross Pivot System is virtually unbendable 

• Tool-less lever reach adjustment dial offers 20mm of tunability 

• Fitted rubber boot keeps XPS assembly debris free 

• Application specific main rubber boot included 

• Manufacturer’s lifetime warranty against bending 


I Tool-less lever reach 

I adjustment dial 
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Jamie, EWC DON Danny, EWC 2015 


B etween them they’ve picked up no fewer than four FIM enduro titles. They’ve battled 
their way to the top of the British scene, represented Team GB at the ISDE and are 
among the most experienced youngsters on the international circuit. They’re also 
equally at home on both two-stroke and four-stroke machinery. 

Unsurprisingly, it was elder brother Danny who first made the switch to enduro, 
following years of schoolboy motocross. Quickly enjoying national and then European 
success, in winning first the FIM SuperEnduro Junior title and then the FIM Enduro Junior 
championship Danny’s enjoyed spells with Gas Gas, Beta and now Husqvarna. 



Following in his bigger brother’s footsteps, Jamie has mixed impressive speed with 
injuries and operations during recent seasons. Winning both the FIM Youth Cup title for 
Husaberg and the Enduro Junior championship for Husqvarna, Jamie, like Danny, has risen 
to the top of a highly competitive junior scene. 

With Jamie now set to join Danny in the senior classes of the EWC in 2016 the 
battle’s on to not only beat one another but to be the first to add to the McCanney 
family trophy cabinet... 



Brothers. Racers. World Champions. Friends? 

iiy: “Obviously, we’re family and we’ve got to be friendly, 
but I think we get on pretty well generally. We spend time 
together, train together and try to bring each other on as 
much as we can. Besides, we still live in our parents’ house 
on the Isle of Man. It’s way cheaper and more convenient.” 

“Sometimes I’m good friends with Danny, others not. 
We’re not what you’d call best friends but when we have to we 
get along pretty well. We kind of live at the same house too, 
so we spend lots of time living and working together.” 

How often do yon train together and do you see that as 
an important part of your success? 

Danny: “Personally, the only training I normally do is riding 
my bike. When I can I do it every day of the week. Sometimes 
I maybe get one or two days off each week and Jamie is the 
same really. We are lucky enough to have different tracks 
close to our home. We’ve got sand tracks for fitness, some 
hard packed terrain that maybe suits the conditions in 
the EWC, some extreme stuff in the woods - rivers, stones, 
everything really. As it’s normally the two of us out there 
training we do laps and compare our times. Sometimes we 
go play riding and challenge ourselves with difficult things 
to do.” 

am “We always try to find time to train together. On a 
weekly basis we might train together two or three times 
but that varies a lot according to our racing schedules. We 
normally spend a lot of time pushing each other, improving 
from our mistakes. Lately, due to Danny’s injury, we haven’t 
been able to do that much riding together. The places we’ll 
ride depend on the conditions. In most cases it’s Danny who 
makes the decision on which tracks well ride. But I also like 
running and cycling.” 





Danny, Emm*! 


Danny EWC SOW 




Jamie, BSEC 2011 


Jamie, BSEC 2012 


Just how important is it to be constantly comparing 
your performances and lap times? 

“The results between me and Jamie have been 
close throughout 2015. 1 haven’t exactly been calculating 
it but considering we always train and race together I 
guess it’d be normal to say we’re close. We’re bringing 
each other on in terms of speed and skills, which isn’t a 
bad thing at all.” 

Jamie: “We’re always close when it comes to times and 
results. We always like to battle ourselves anyway. We’re 
both training together and we’re close in speed so it 
comes as no surprise to be having similar results when 
it comes to racing. But it’s nice to know I’m beating him 
when I can.” 

Looking back, when and why did you get into enduro? 

Danny: “The truth is I kind of accidentally started 
doing enduro. I crashed and injured myself in 
motocross and had to spend six months off a bike. 

Right at that time my father bought a five-year-old Gas 
Gas, for himself. I decided to try a local enduro race in 
2010. 1 really enjoyed it and in 2011 1 decided to race 
the whole British Sprint Enduro Championship and 
Gas Gas UK helped me. I got some pretty good results, 
winning the overall at the end of the season. Jamie 
followed a few months later.” 

Jamie: “Danny went to enduro a few months before me. 

It never really interested me at that time. I was staying 
with motocross at that time and doing quite well, leading 
the British Youth Championship on an Open class bike. 

But then I kept getting injured. In 2011, my final year in 
motocross, I ended up doing the British Sprint Enduro 
Series supported by David Knight on his 300 KTM. I won 
the Under 19 championship. Husaberg was looking for a 
young rider for the EWC so I prepared and sent a CV to 
them and managed to get the job.” 



How much of an influence has fellow Manxman David Knight been on your career? 

“It was always good having David around. Me and my brother had someone to look 
up to as we were growing up. Truth is we didn’t get to ride much with David, not until the 
moment we decided to start racing enduro. I actually started racing the British Sprint series 
with David’s help. We travelled to the events together, which obviously helped reduce the 
costs for me. Back then I guess for David I was just another person to keep him company 
and train with. But for me he was like a target, I knew where I had to go in a way and what to 
aim for. We did a lot of training together too in the Isle of Man back then.” 

“I honestly can’t thank David enough. He obviously got me on the path to where 
I am now. We don’t speak so much anymore, we rarely train together. He’s at a different 
stage of his life now with children and his family, but he did a lot for me. He was the one 
that actually got me into offroad racing, offering me his KTM 300 to race the 3011 British 
Sprint series. I trained a lot more with him before actually coming to the EWC.” 






Many top British riders started out in trials, but you didn’t. Do you see that as a 
disadvantage? 

Danny: “I started out in motocross and had nothing to do with enduro or even trials. 
Once I started racing enduro I knew I needed to improve my skills on the trials side so 
I bought a trials bike and love it. It’s good to relax and it’s building the skills for enduro 
too. For some reason I’ve been pretty good in the extremes tests.” 

Jamie: “It was kind of the same for me and my brother as we both came from motocross. 
I bought a trials bike in 2013 but I don’t really ride it so much as I prefer to try the 
extreme and trials stuff on my enduro bike. I think it’s totally different. For sure it helps 
with the technique but I mostly prefer to try trials on my enduro bike.” 
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Once you switched to enduro were you certain it was for you? 

Danny: “I wasn’t anything special at motocross and I didn’t see any career evolving 
there. I didn’t think I’d be anything special in enduro either but after doing my first 
couple of events I continued to enjoy it and improve. The year after the British Sprints I 
decided to do the European Enduro Championship and straight away I started winning. 
It was the turning point that made me realise I was quite good at it. When you start 
working hard to get to the top you understand enduro is a better place to make a living.” 
Jamie: “It was more the support from people around me and the career ahead that 
made me come to enduro. With motocross you normally ride the same tracks for ten 
years. At least with enduro you have different scenery every time. It’s more natural 
talent that counts in enduro, rather than having the fastest bike or the biggest wallet in 
the paddock. It was a good decision to come to enduro and I’m really glad things have 
worked out.” 

What are your favourite racing conditions? 

iny “Growing up in the Isle of Man I’m mostly used to riding in wet and muddy 
conditions. But I don’t really have any preference. In order to win a world title you’ve got to 
be as good in every kind of terrain and that’s always been my goal. Unfortunately, we don’t 



really get many wet GPs in the EWC but it is what it is and it’s the same for everybody.” 

ie: “I like to try all different kinds of conditions, but I ride sand a lot on the Isle 
of Man. With a few exceptions the conditions were pretty much the same in the world 
championship in 2015. This is a bit of a problem in the EWC. We go to all these different 
countries yet ride in dust. Everything is the same.” 

Did you achieve what you set out to do in 2015? 

Danny: “The plan for 2015 was to fight for the British enduro title and hunt for the 
podium in the Enduro 1 class of the EWC. Unfortunately, I rode injured since June so just 
getting to the end of the season was a relief. We made the decision to keep on racing 
despite my knee injury in the hope that I could get third in the El championship. I wasn’t 
quite able to do that. I’m already planning to return stronger with Husqvarna in 2016.” 
Jamie: “After a series of serious injuries 2015 has been the year most things seemed to 
work out. At the end of BOW I was completely off a bike for six months. I got surgery on 
both shoulders. Considering all the problems I had during the past three years I’ve felt 
pretty good in 2015. It’s a great feeling to have won the Enduro Junior title. I have to say a 
huge thanks to all the Husqvarna team, they were incredible.” 




Danny, EWC 2012 Danny, EWC 2015 

THE MCCANNEY BROTHERS IN NUMBERS Danny McCanney 


Date of birth 

12/11/1991 

Place of birth 

Douglas, Isle of Man 

First bike 

Yamaha PW 50 [1994] 

First enduro race 

0011 British Sprint Enduro Champions 

Career highlights 

P011: Enduro Junior European Champi 

8012: SuperEnduro Junior World Charr 

COW: Enduro Junior World Champion 

Racing number 

43 

2015 Highlights 

6 podiums in Enduro 1 

Accumulated time EWC 2015 (rounds raced together] 

lPhours P3minutes45seconds 

2015 EWC Championship Result 

4th in Enduro 1 






Jamie, ISDE 1015 



Jamie, EWC 2015 


Jamie McCanney 
18/06/1994 
Douglas, Isle of Man 
Malaguti 50 [1996] 

ship 8018 British Enduro Championship 
on 8013: Enduro Youth Cup World Champion 
ipion 8015: Enduro 1 class winner ISDE 
8015: Enduro Junior World Champion 
68 

6 wins in Enduro Junior 
18hours 83minutes60seconds 
1st in Enduro Junior 


WHATS NEEDED TO IMPROVE? 

Danny: “I’d say Jamie maybe needs 
to practice more of the extreme 
stuff. But then I guess he’d tell me to 
practice more of the motocross stuff. 
That’s probably his only weakness.” 

mie: “Your best trainer is always 
yourself and if Danny feels he 
doesn’t need to train off a bike I 
guess it’s working for him. But I 
think he needs to work more away 
from practice tracks.” e 
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Firstly, why do you think Marc Coma decided to retire from rally 
sport and the Dakar? 

“It was Marc’s personal decision and nobody knows what his actual 
motivation was. He had a contract but decided to change direction. 
Marc is one of the greatest rally riders ever. He’s hugely experienced 
and hardly ever made any mistakes. He had a good chance to fight for 
a sixth victory, but instead he chose the office job. He also had one of 
the best teams to support him, so I’m sure he had important reasons 
to follow this new path.” 

How does Marc’s retirement change things, from a front-running 
competitor’s point of view? 

“One of the most important riders in Dakar’s recent history won’t 
be there to fight against us and defend his victory. That changes 
things a lot. I personally expect Dakar 2016 to be difficult and very 
competitive with up to eight different riders battling for the win. The 
only thing that’s certain is that Dakar 2016 will have a new winner. 
Marc’s absence creates a tonne of extra responsibility for me and all 
the others.” 

You’ve experienced the rollercoaster of emotions that come 
with being a professional rally racer. Mat comes to mind as 
your hardest Dakar moment? 

“People might remember 2014, when my bike caught fire and I had 
to quit the race on stage five. After a great year of preparation and 
the 2013 FIM Cross-Country Rallies World Championship title it was 
devastating to end my Dakar like that. But the enduring challenge 
of any Dakar can’t be seen as one single moment. By far the hardest 
times are when you’re forced to ride in pain. Injuries are the worst 
thing. You have to give it all and continue as best as you can. 
I dislocated a shoulder twice in the Dakar and it was just impossible 
to go on. 

Psychologically, how does knowing that the 2015 Dakar winner 
won’t be competing affect you? 

“Things haven’t changed. I’ve been focusing on victory since 
2014, working hard and doing what needs to be done. I was really 





tird overall 


Paulo Goncalues 


TeamHRC 


Jet-ski, card games, cinema 


Esposende, Portugal 
debut: 1991 [motocross] 
2006 Lisbon to Dakar 


2015 - 2nd overall 





competitive in 2015. 1 lost the victory by 16 minutes with my total penalty 
time of 17 minutes. I also lost time in the salt lake of Uyuni due to an 
electric problem. If it wasn’t for these troubles I had a pretty good chance 
to win that last edition of the Dakar. Having said that Marc’s absence 
doesn’t make things easier for anybody. It’s a new era for the Dakar and I’ll 
be there to do my best.” 

What do you see as the biggest challenges during Dakar 2016? 

“I expect the navigation to be really technical. With Peru out at the last 
moment the organisers have made the most of the space available in 
Argentina. I’m expecting lots of direction changes. I’m sure a technical 
road book is waiting for us. They’ve said we’re going to have a super tough 
section in the Fiambala area in Argentina, which always was one of the 
hardest parts of the race. Well also be racing in high altitudes for three 
days. In 2015 we reached 4,800m and spent much of that day racing at 
3,500m. Dakar 2016 will have three stages of racing at A, 000m above sea 
level. That will be tough.” 

Dakar 2016 will also feature two marathon stages. How challenging 
are marathon stages? 

“Marathon stages are always hard as you can never ride in full attack mode. 
It’s important to take care of the bike and yourself. Any problem might mean 
the end of your Dakar. You’ve got to be fast while making sure your bike 
remains in good condition. You need to have a clear strategy and keep your 
mind focused.” 

As an experienced, older rally racer how competitive do you expect 
the newer generation of rally racers to be? 

“We can never underestimate the new generation of rally racers. They have 
the speed and the will to succeed. Last year Toby Price finished on the 
podium first time out. I think guys like him can create the surprise in 2016. 
There are lots of them coming from motocross and enduro and I’m sure they 
will be competitive. They have the speed to win stages but they also need 
time to adapt. There’ll be six or seven guys to go for the win in every stage.” 
What do you see as more important, age and experience or outright speed? 
“Dakar is a unique event. In a five-day rally you can take risks and maybe 
get away with the win. Most rallies are usually up to 2,000km. The Dakar is 
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a 9,000km adventure. If you don’t find the correct balance between speed and navigation 
there’s no way you can get a good result. If you attack the race full speed chances are you’ll 
end up with an injury or a broken bike. Any mistake in navigation will cost a lot of time too.” 

You’ve raced alongside Joan 
Barreda as team-mates for 
several years. How hard is 
managing that relationship 
when you’re both focused 
on winning ? 

“We get on really good. We 
started working together 
in 9011 and we have a great 
relationship. Ourgoal is to help 
each other every time each one 
of us needs some kind of assistance. We’ve both invested a lot in ourteam. If one of us can 
win Dakar it’s going to be a Honda victory.” 

Reliability issues have seemingly been a thorn in Honda’s side from time-to-time. 
Do they now have the correct balance of performance and reliability needed to 
fight for the win? 

“I really hope we have a bike that’s 100% ready to fight for the win. Honda HRC has been 
working extremely hard during the last two seasons to develop and improve the bike. The 
CRRI50 Rally is now really fast and has proven its levels of reliability too. I think it’s a 
good bike from every aspect and I genuinely hope this time will be our time to realise a 
long-awaited goal.” 

Mat’s more important for Honda, winning stages or winning the Dakar? 

“No question about that. Honda wants to win the Dakar and that’s priority number one. 
If Honda’s riders win a lot of stages but miss this main target, it’s a disappointment for all 
of us. The most important thing is to stay focused on the overall result.” 

Finally, what will it take for Honda to take the win at Dakar? 

“Honda is on the right path to winning the Dakar. I believe our team has a very good chance 
to win. We did all the work we believe needed to be done. We raced a number of races in 
9015 to develop the bike. Now we just hope that nothing goes wrong and we can give it all 
in South America...” e 
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“It was back in May, at the Trefle Lozerien three-day Enduro in 
France that we started to get interested in the ITDE. Back then 
we simply wondered if the talk going around of this revival 
event - based on the very first International Six Days Enduro, 
held in Elba - would come to fruition. It if it was, we were in... 





“Fast forward a few months and as our ferry docked on the 
island of Elba, there were five of us from the UK. Not anywhere 
near as many as had originally said they’d be up for, but a 
high-spirited crew nonetheless, all set of enjoying every minute 
of this special event. 






Upon arrival m Elba it 
instantly became obvious 
that we were in for a real 
treat. It took no time to 
realise that the level of 
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I’ve ever experienced (and 
I’ve ridden in plenty, and 
been to many more ISDEs). 
Marcello, the head honcho, 
and his enormous team of 
helpers showed just how 
professionally things can 
be done if you really try. 





“The paddock was the complete 
dockside area in Portoferraio, which 
the town council had emptied for the 
event’s exclusive use. The welcome 
packs for riders contained the usual 
assortment of useful goodies and even 
Mr. Franco Acerbis, and the FIM, were 
on hand giving out gifts and generally 
adding to the truly international 
flavour of the event. 





“The Parc Ferme was in the town square and contained just 
about any make of bike you could dream of, all built before 
December 31, 1986. Some of them true ‘factory’ bikes, ridden by 
the great and the good of yesteryear including Alessandro Gritti 
(overall winner in 1981) and Gualtiero Brissoni. There was also 
a formal parade and presentation of all of the competitors and 
nations, which was enthusiastically received by the locals. 



“The riding was truly first class, and plentiful. With days one 
and three a single 60km loop with three special tests, day two 
was the biggest with three loops of 60km and 10 tests. The first 
of the three days in the saddle included a surprise downhill 
section that made a few of the more ‘mature’ riders wonder just 
what they’d signed up for. True to much of the original ISDE 
course the descent certainly wasn’t for the faint-hearted. 
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“It was on arrival at the first cross-country test on day 
one, that I knew things were going to get serious. And a 
huge amount of fun. The test was a fast, stony climb, about 
five miles in length, taken pretty much flat out. Somewhat 
unsurprisingly the stage was topped by some very fast Italians! 



“Maybe most memorably, there was then a section of the track 
that included some spectacular views of the Island’s amazing 
coastline, which lead to the MX test. This was typical Italian 
farmland going - very hard to remember, long and great fun to 
ride. Just as on the cross-country test we were all soundly beaten. 
When I say we I mean myself, Nigel Heath and Robert Poulton 
- HVA Factory team. We realised we were going to have to pull 
our fingers out if we were going to be competitive. Our main 
competition was the Italian SWM and the French Husky teams. 
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“With a short day three, we held onto our lead and enjoyed a 
small celebration at the end of the MX test with a team photo 
with a certain Mr. Acerbis! The ride back to the finish included 
a ‘speed test’, just like they used to do in the old days. The 
mile drag strip was a right laugh with the customary pre-run 
burnouts prior to trying not to miss a gear shift while riding 
with your head on the fuel tank. Only too soon the finish line 
was in sight - the end of a truly fantastic event. 




“For 2016, vintage enduro team www.hva-factory.com will be 
back for more - attending several European races and special 
events like Arsaret in Sweden, where there are competitions in 
trial, motocross, speedway, enduro and road racing. Also, the 
last two days of the ISDE in Spain will feature a vintage event - 
where we’ll be trying to uphold British honour...” e 
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Gas Gas has a 

fie w owner - 

Spanish e-bike 
manufacturer 
Purchasing the 

troubled Girona based bike builders 
forarumoured£13m, their CEO Ivan 
Contreras is well aware why W Gas Gas 
failed. He's also got a crystal clear plan of 
how he’s intending to reintroduce Gas Gas 
back into the global motorcycle market... 

Words: Future7M edict 
Photos: Future7Media and Gas Gas 


CASCAS 


The first thing most people will want to know is why 
did you buy Gas Gas? 

“When the opportunity to acquire such a strong brand 
came up I knew we [Torrot] had to react quickly. Since I 
purchased Torrot we tried to expand the range, to make it 
broader than just city friendly, urban bikes. We’d started 
working on a manufacturing facility for our future even 
before learning about Gas Gas’ misfortunes. With Gas Gas 
focusing on the off-road market I believe these two brands 
can provide a full portfolio of products to completely cover 
the on and off-road market.” 


Few within the off-road motorcycle scene have heard 
of Torrot, can you give us a quick history lesson? 

“The history of Torrot dates back to 1948. It was a brand 
producing bicycles and motorbikes for the Spanish market. 
In the ‘90s it shut down due to financial difficulties. Then in 
8011 some entrepreneurs recovered the brand and started 
building electric bikes. I purchased Torrot in February 
8015. We manufacture electric motorbikes for kids. We also 
manufacture the Muvi, a scooter with a range of 110km.” 
What would you say were the reason Gas Gas failed? 
“I’ve studied the history of Gas Gas in great detail. The 
company had considerable growth until 8011. Then in 
8018 sales figures went down dramatically. The reason for 
this downfall was the enduro bikes. I’m pretty convinced 
the models Gas Gas launched in 8018 were not up to the 
market’s expectations. There were delays, the bikes were 
not good and the market never accepted them. Gas Gas 
tried hard investing in competition, while losing money. 

It was a major mistake. Problems went on until 8014 and 
then in 8015 Gas Gas didn’t produce any bike at all.” 






“We need to rebuild the assembly line. 
We need to show our technological 
capabilities. We need to improve the 
quality of the final product...” 



Cbristophe Nambotin, ISDE 2009, Portugal 


“We want Gas Gas to recover its 
leadership in the trials market 
while we’re developing the next 
generation of enduro bikes...” 





Most people presume that because Gas Gas has always been 
based in Girona, Spain it will continue to be based there. Will that 
be the case, or do you have any plans to move the company? 

“All of our products will be manufactured in the Girona factory - 
Gas Gas and Torrot. The plant has the ability to produce 9,000 
motorcycles per year from a single shift. We’ve designed a different 
layout within the manufacturing facility, which will be focused 
on higher efficiency and finished soon after Christmas. Coming 
from the aeronautical manufacturing market, there were some 
improvements I wanted to make. We aim to have clearly defined 
production processes. When the purchased components start 
arriving we can immediately begin production.” 

Has the move-in process started and do you have an exact 
date when production will begin? 

“There was a slight delay after the court released their decision. We 
hope that by the end of the year well be officially able to assume our 
positions in the Girona factory. We’ve already started working with our 
operations people. Our initial concern was to get in touch with our 
suppliers so that we could start purchasing parts and components 
to build our new bikes. The lead times for most suppliers are between 
three to four months. We had to act fast in order to make our 
production deadlines of the first quarter of 9016.” 

When bikes do start rolling off the production line what can 
we expect to see first? 

“In 9016 well only manufacture 3,000 units. 9,900 to 9,300 are 
going to be trials and the rest will be various models such as 
the Cami or the Randonne. The enduro bikes will appear in 9017. 

Gas Gas is growing from zero. We’re all working towards a new 
mission. We need to rebuild the assembly line. We need to show our 
technological capabilities. We need to improve the quality of the 
final product.” 


CASCAS 


Have you been able to speak directly to the former 
employees, those that firmly believed that with the correct 
management Gas Gas could return to being a productive, 
profitable company? 

“The Gas Gas workers have been through a lot during the past few 
months. When I started talking with them last month I was amazed 
by how close they are to the brand. We want to keep this same 
mentality, but we also have to understand things have changed. Along 
with passion the future of the brand will also be based on proper 
management. Passion is great but a company can’t survive just with 
that. It needs to have the correct people taking the right decisions.” 
The initial lack of Gas Gas enduro bikes will come as a 
disappointment to many. Is the enduro market important to 
‘new’ Gas Gas? 

“We will be working on our new enduro bikes, in order to re-launch 
them in 2017. It’d be a mistake for the future of the company if we 
simply brought back the same bikes in 2016. We’ll take our time 
to develop new four strokes while updating our two strokes. A 
brand like Gas Gas, with a good range of bikes, can have a strong 
placement in the off-road market. We want to be there but we also 
need time to make a strong come-back.” 

Are we likely to see any more Yamaha-engined Gas Gas 
enduro bikes? 

“Yamaha’s engines are now a finished deal, as is Gas Gas’ relation 
with the Japanese brand. Gas Gas partnered with Yamaha in 2009 and 
introduced a 250F. The problem is they [Gas Gas) never manufactured 
an engine themselves. We’ll start from zero. Even the prototype 250F 
presented last year is no longer a possibility. We’ve already assigned 
the four-stroke engine project to our own team of engineers. They 
started working at the end of November. We want to give them at 
least one-year of development before we consider production.” 





CASCAS 



Gas Gas enduro team POOG - From left to right: Cristobal Guerrero, 
Oriol Mena G Seb Guillaume 



Regaining lost market share within the European scene is one thing, but 
effectively establishing the Gas Gas brand within the US is altogether a 
very different task. How important do you see the US market to the future 
of Gas Gas? 

Td never imagine Gas Gas restricted to just one part of the world. The key factor 
for the future of Gas Gas will be to establish dealerships in new countries. One of 
the most important markets we need to be present in, and as soon as possible, is 
the US. In our strategic plan we hope to have a new partner in the US in the first 
quarter of 0016. We want to have our own people there, who’ll be working with 
us and developing our motorcycles for the US, Canada and Mexico. Our plan is to 
have one, single distributor for Gas Gas’ trials and enduros bikes in each country.” 
When it comes to getting bikes back out into the market will it simply be 
a case of re-connecting with established, existing importers and their 
dealers, or are you looking to implement new ideas and working strategies? 
“Gas Gas has an extensive international network of importers and dealer, and 
that’s a huge advantage to us. We’ve already contacted some of the importers 
in key markets such as France, UK, Germany and Italy. We presented them with 
our vision and we asked them what they wanted from us and how they thought 
the market would grow. It was actually a surprise for me to see the level of 
commitment these guys had to the Gas Gas brand. They liked our plans and we’ve 
received our first orders. The European market is vital for us. It’s the market that 
we’re closely related to and where we’re going to sell our first 700 motorcycles.” 
With Torrot being an electric bike manufacturer is it only a matter of time 
before we see Gas Gas branded e-bikes? 

“E-powered enduro bikes is a middle-term target of ours, which won’t happen 
before P018. We want to make the best of our knowledge in electric mobility and 
create a new generation of Gas Gas motorcycles powered by Torrot’s electric 
engines. I can’t really say a lot about this project now, but I believe it would be a 
great opportunity to make it part of our future vision of Gas Gas. It’s like taking 
the next step towards the future of the brand. And this future will surely involve 
innovative technological solutions.” 


CASCAS 


Gas Gas has always been closely involved in high-end enduro and trials 
competition. Is that set to continue? 

“Competition is vital for us as it’s closely related to both sales and the brand’s 
positioning in the market. In the past Gas Gas would always seek to collaborate with 
external teams who would manage their racing activities. That’s not what well be 
trying to achieve. We want to work together with these teams and use our involvement 
in competition to help drive development. It’s really early to make any official 
announcements for 2016. 1 can only say we’ve started talking with the Pons team and 
we’re still working on a plan for the 2016 Enduro World Championship.” 


What he did first.. 


IVAN CONTRERAS 


Hes the CEO of mot Electric , which now owns 
Cos Cos, but here’s what Mr Contreras did before 
turning his attentions to the two-wheel game... 

“I launched my first venture company IP years ago. 

We manufactured carbon fibre parts for the aeronautical 
market. We did well and the company reached more than 
1,000 employees in the US, China, Mexico and seven 
locations in Europe. As an entrepreneur I was always looking 
at things differently so I left that company in 2014. 

My dream was to change the world by changing the way 
people move. In 2015 1 decided to make some big changes. 

I first bought Torrot and now Gas Gas...” 






Finally, when will the production of Gas Gas bikes resume? 

“Gas Gas needs to start manufacturing motorcycles soon. It’s a great challenge for the 
brand and for me personally. I’m planning to make the most out of my experience in the 
industrial business sector. In my opinion we have a clear advantage over the competition 
- we can develop bikes fast. I know other brands are anxiously waiting to see what’ll 
happen to Gas Gas. I also know the day well be able to send our first completed order 
there’ll be many eyebrows raised. I want Gas Gas to start selling bikes again, to riders in 
all parts of the world.” 






